264	LIFE OF LORD OXFORD AND ASQUITH
1909 produce I resigned the Presidency of the League the day before I spoke
Age 56 at Glasgow. That aspect of the question then is simple enough, but
I think the other is even easier. I hope none of us could contemplate
for a moment any diminution of our friendship by any political difference,
I think that you have left me rather than that I have left you, but were
it otherwise I hope we shall give each other the credit of acting con-
scientiously. All my old political friendship is locked up in your Cabinet.
I doubt if any of you realise the painful struggle I had to face before
speaking, but I think you must recognise by the dates that I was in no
hurry to speak. As I wrote to you last year I am a cross-bench man for
life, and as I spoke for your Licensing Bill in November, so now I speak
against your Budget; the balance is not unequal.
However that may be, of course our friendship must remain un-
affected ; it never even occurred to me that it could be otherwise. . . .
Yours,
R.
It was perhaps inevitable that the two men should see less of each
other than in former days, but the old friendship survived unbroken
to the end of Asquith's life.
In all the turmoil of the year 1909 there was one achievement
which Asquith looked back upon with •unqualified satisfaction, and
that was the Act establishing the Union of South Africa. Bearing
in mind his own record on the South African War—about which he
never repented—he had felt it to be a debt of honour, due especially
from him, as a Liberal statesman, that the final settlement should be
liberal and complete. He had worked hard at the details of the
constitution, which, in the first year of the Campbell-Bannerman
Government, had given responsible government to the Transvaal,
and he now bent himself with the legal and constitutional enthusiasm
which was part of his make-up, to the scheme for the Union of
South Africa.1 Up to the end of 1908 the policy which this scheme
embodied had been denounced by Lord Milner and many of the
Opposition leaders as incredibly rash and precipitate, but when it
1 This scheme set up a Senate and a House of Assembly for the whole Union,
the former consisting of forty members, eight nominated by the Governor-General
in Council, and eight elected for each Province, and the latter of one hundred and
twenty-one members elected, except in the Cape where the native franchise was
retained, by voters of European descent. Provincial Councils were established for
the four Provinces, the Cape, the Transvaal, the Orange Free State, and Natal, and
certain powers specifically delegated to them, all others, including the care and
treatment of natives, being reserved for the Central authority. (This authority was
vested in addition with one overriding legislative power, with the result that the
Constitution is one which follows the unitary and not the federal model.) For
the time being the Protectorates, Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Swaziland were
reserved to the Imperial Government.

